
JambBrace® Door Reinforcer 
Installation Instructions for Single Door Model 

 
Thank you for purchasing the Jambbrace® Door Reinforcer!  In order to assist you in properly 
installing this product, we have provided you with these additional instructions along with those 
included in the Jambbrace® package.   In order to get the maximum benefit and security out of this 
product it is important that it be installed correctly.  While we have tried to make these instructions as 
precise and clear as possible, we realize occasional difficulties may occur.  Please feel free to 
contact Security Improvements LLC with any questions or concerns you may have.  You can contact 
us via email to contact@security-improvements.com or call Roman at Ph.# 913.909.0748.   
Thank You for allowing us to assist you with your home security needs! 
 
Some of the tools you will need: 

¨  electric drill/driver with a Phillips head bit 
¨  1/8” drill bit 
¨  11/64” drill bit 
¨  wood shims 

¨  finish nails 
¨  utility knife 
¨  hammer 
¨  wood chisel 

 
You may also find these additional tools helpful: 

¨  small pry bar (used to remove door trim) 
¨  putty knife 
¨  reciprocating saw (used to clean out the gap between the door jamb and the  

surrounding studs) 

 
 
A.  Remove the strike plates for the doo r latch and the deadbo lt f rom the doo r frame (jamb) of 

the doo r in which you will be installi ng the JambBrace® .  Set them aside for later use. 
 
B.  Next you will need to remove the inside doo r trim from the strike s ide of the doo r frame 

(jamb)  Use care when do ing this as it is poss ible to break the wood trim. 
Start at the bottom of the door trim near the floor.  A small pry bar 
or even a flat tool such as a putty knife is useful to ease the trim 
away from the door frame.  A piece of thin scrap board placed 
against the wall will protect the wall from marks made by your pry 
tool. 
 
You may want to place several small wood shims behind the trim 
as you slowly work your way up, prying carefully as you go.  Also, 
be cautious of the small finish nails protruding thru the backside of 
the trim piece. 
 
As you near the top, gently work the trim piece away from the 
piece of trim over the top of the door; often these two pieces are 
nailed together at the mitered corner where they meet.   
 
Set the trim aside when it is fully removed from the door frame. 

 



 
C.  Once the doo r trim is removed, you shou ld be able to see a gap between the doo r frame 

(jamb) and the studs framing the doo r opening.  This gap is usually ¼ inch to ½ inch in 
width. 
 
In order to install the JambBrace® into this gap you may need to 
clean out any shims, insulation, nails, etc. that are in the space.  
This is where a reciprocating saw comes in handy, especially if 
you need to cut through nails or screws.  (Don’t worry about 
having to cut any nails or screws which are holding the door frame 
(jamb) on; once the JambBrace® installation is complete there will 
be four screws holding the frame and JambBrace® to the studs) 
A handsaw or hack saw blade may also be used to clean any 
debris out of the gap.  
 
Be sure there is room to slip the JambBrace® into the gap.  If the 
gap is thicker than the JambBrace®, you will need to use wood 
shims to secure the JambBrace®, Step F. 
 

 
D.  Locate the paper template included with the JambBrace®.  This template will be used to 
properly lineup the location o f the JambBrace® and for drilli ng the holes for the long screws 
which secure the JambBrace® 

 
On the template locate the edge marked with the arrows.  
Lineup this edge with the edge of the door frame.  The 
template should cover the holes from the door latch and 
deadbolt strike plates.   
***IMPORTANT:  Be sure to center the printed rectangle on 
the template over the deadbolt opening in the door frame.  
(Do not be concerned if the wording on the template is right 
side up or not.  The position of the template varies based on 
which side your door is hinged.)   
Tape the template temporarily to the frame. 
Using the template as a guide, drill four holes into the door 
frame (jamb) at the four locations indicated.  The holes 
should be drilled through the door frame and into the wood 
studs behind the jamb.  You may need a long drill bit to do 
this.   
Remove the template. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



E.  The next step is to install the JambBrace® into the gap in the doo r frame. 
Slip the JambBrace® into the opening and be sure to align it close to the door frame (jamb).  Drive 
one of the long screws provided into the uppermost hole in the jamb.  Be sure the screw goes 
through the upper hole in the JambBrace®.  The JambBrace® should now be hanging loosely in the 
gap.   
Using wood shims (not provided) shim the JambBrace® up against the door frame.  Be sure the 
shims are centered on the holes in the JambBrace® where the long screws will go.  Once the 
JambBrace® is shimmed up against the frame, drive three long screws into the lower three holes you 
made in the door frame.   
Remove the uppermost screw and shim behind the JambBrace® as above.  Drive the remaining long 
screw into the upper hole. 
F.  You are now ready to install the high security strike plate included with the JambBrace®.  
This s trike plate will replace the existing d eadbo lt strike plate and will be attached to the 
JambBrace® using the included thread cutt ing screws.   
Place the included high security strike plate on the frame in place 
of the strike plate you previously removed.  Generally the new 
strike plate will match the outline of the old one.  It may be 
necessary to chisel out some of the wood behind the strike plate 
in order to properly seat the new strike plate.   
Using the new strike plate as a template, you will drill four holes 
into the door frame (jamb).  
***IMPORTANT:  You MUST use an 11/64 inch bit to drill these 
four holes.  This is so the included thread cutting screws properly 
attach the strike plate to the JambBrace®.  The holes you drill 
MUST go thru the JambBrace®.  
 
Slowly drive four thread cutting screws into the holes in the high 
security strike plate.  DO NOT over-tighten these screws since 
doing so may strip the threads and affect the ability of the 
JambBrace® to properly secure the door.  
 
Next you will attach the existing door latch strike plate you 
previously removed using the remaining two thread cutting 
screws.  As you did above, using the strike plate as a template, 
drill two holes into the door frame (jamb).  
***IMPORTANT:  You MUST use an 11/64 inch bit to drill these 
two holes.  This is so the included thread cutting screws properly 
attach the strike plate to the JambBrace®.  The holes you drill 
MUST go thru the JambBrace®.  
 
Slowly drive two thread cutting screws into the holes in the door 
latch strike plate.  DO NOT over-tighten these screws since 
doing so may strip the threads. 
 
Be sure to check the function of the deadbolt and door latch.  
When the door is shut, the deadbolt should fully extend into the 
door frame.  It is recommended that your deadbolt be of high 
quality and meets the ANSI Grade 2 or Grade 1 standard.   
 

 

 
 



G.  If you pu rchased the doo r edge guard 
as well, i nstall i t according to the 
instructions included with the produ ct.  
This edge guard is recommended since it 
greatly reinforces the doo r edge where 
the deadbo lt is.   

 
H.  The final step is to replace the interior doo r trim you removed to install the JambBrace®.   
It may be possible to reinstall the door trim using the nails and nail holes from where the trim was 
removed.  In many case however you will have to use additional finish nails to attach the trim piece.   
Note:  As you fit the door trim back onto the frame, you may notice the new deadbolt strike plate is 
causing the trim to not align properly.  You may need to remove some of the wood trim at the point 
where it touches the new security strike plate.  It also may be helpful to loosen the four screws 
holding the strike plate on so the trim will slip behind it.   
Be sure to reattach the door trim at the top where it touches the mitered corner of the top piece of 
trim.  A finish nail at the top is usually sufficient to attach the two pieces at the corner. 
***Recommended step:  Securing the hinge side of the doo r.  
Occasionally a reinforced door may actually fail on the side where the 
door hinges are attached.  One way to prevent this from happening is by 
reinforcing the hinge side as well. 
The best way to accomplish this is by also removing the interior door 
trim.  You will be shimming behind each hinge to reinforce them.  
Remove two screws per hinge, preferably the two screws closest to the 
center of the jamb.  Discard the screws you just removed, as these are 
often only ¾ to one inch in length.  You will need to drive one 3-inch 
screw (not provided) into each of the empty holes in the hinge.  Be sure 
the screws drive thru the wood shim behind the hinge.  Do this for all 
three door hinges.   
Note: You may need to use an extra long drill bit to predrill the holes for 
the new longer screws. 
Be careful not to overdrive the screws into the door frame.  Doing so 
may deform the door frame and affect the function of the door. 
Replace the door trim.     

 
Congratulations!  Your JambBrace® Door Reinforcer installation is complete!    

This product should give you many years of service and security. 
 
Please feel free to contact Security Improvements LLC with any questions or concerns you may have.  
You can contact us via email to contact@security-improvements.com or call Roman at Ph.# 
913.909.0748.   

Thank You for allowing us to assist you with your home security needs! 
 


